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Memphis       


September 8, 2009

Wanda Halbert

Memphis City Council 

125 N. Main

Memphis, Tn 38103

Mrs. Halbert,

It is apparent to me that you will continue to use your elected position to attack the men and women of the Memphis Police Department.  Frankly, your attempt to influence in this community with false accusations against the Memphis Police department is both appalling and irresponsible.  
So that my response may not be taken out of context, I will reply to each statement as received from you in the email sent September 8, 2009.  In order to address your accusations of police misconduct, it is imperative that ALL the facts are presented.  Unfortunately all too often you choose to examine those facts which benefit your arguments and ignore those facts which invalidate “your concerns”.

“According to an article in the Commercial Appeal dated September 6th, an incident involving my son was cited and an investigation of city records discovered, "As it turned out, the data showed most suspects were treated in the exact manner as Halbert's son -- they were given a citation, not jail. She didn't get any special treatment. "” (Halbert email 9/8/09)
Mrs. Halbert, the majority of suspects who are arrested for misdemeanor possession of marijuana are issued misdemeanor citations.  However, this is entirely different from resisting arrest.  When a suspect is disorderly, he is most often physically arrested and transported to jail.  And more to the point of the incident that you refer to in the 900 block of South Highland (where the suspect in this case resisted arrest), without exception these crimes require physical arrest and transport of the suspect to jail.  
 

“A previous article dated July 2nd, reported two officers demoted, "were each demoted one rank and suspended for 20 days after administrative hearings upheld personal-conduct and neglect-of-duty charges brought by the police department.  The charges resulted from an investigation ordered by Police Director Larry Godwin into the way officers dealt with a disturbance involving Kelvin Burrus, 24, the son of councilwoman Wanda Halbert." While I am one who knows the importance of not simply believing a story in the local newspaper, there were many inappropriate allegations and actions made by the Police Department.  If it has now been discovered the data showed most suspects were treated in the exact manner as my son, I am not sure I understand why officers were demoted.  I have obtained a list via an open records request, and it is a matter of record, many adults have been called to a scene of a police situation for individuals 18 years of age and older (including former Mayor Herenton and yourself).” (Halbert email 9/8/09)

Mrs. Halbert, you mention “allegations made by the Memphis Police Department”.  Not surprisingly you chose to omit these “allegations”.  Allegations of misconduct on your part were never made by anyone with the MPD; in fact, the statement released by the MPD stated just the opposite.  Our position was made clear in the Commercial Appeal as it reported the media release distributed to all media by the MPD.  (Commercial Appeal, “Police: Wanda Halbert Didn’t Interfere With Investigation”, June 24th, 2009).  
"She (Halbert) acted as a concerned parent and did not interfere or attempt to influence the officers," according to an MPD statement.   
My statements to the media on this topic and the MPD media release made it crystal clear that you did not act improperly, but were merely showing the same concern that you allege I, Dr. Herenton and thousands of other concerned parents in this community have shown with regard to our children.

Further, I must address your statements regarding the demotions of the supervisors who made the scene AFTER this incident occurred. Number one, the disciplinary actions taken had absolutely nothing to do with you, your position, or your presence on the scene that morning.  Supervisory officers DO NOT have the authority to influence an officer’s decision on misdemeanor violations of state law.  The investigation and the statements of all parties on the scene revealed that the major DID ORDER THE OFFICER NOT TO CHARGE THE DEFENDANT with resisting arrest and to issue a misdemeanor citation and release him.  A major does not have the authority to give this order, and the Lt Colonel on the scene failed to intervene.
As the Police Director I am not involved in administrative hearings, and I do not make any decisions regarding the discipline that is ordered by my majors, lieutenant colonels, colonels and chiefs.  The officers of this department have a right to due process in regards to administrative discipline; I have never intervened or given orders that would circumvent or taint this process.
“Additionally, it was extremely alarming why the MPD investigation did not reveal the physical and verbal abuse witnessed by many officers my son received by the rookie officer on the scene.  Not that it is an excuse or acceptable, my son became overly agitated by this and the officer's actions created the hostile situation in which the rookie officer actually said to my son, "I don't give a F about your black A or your momma." (Halbert email 9/8/09)
 

Of all of your statements, this one is the most absurd. The Inspectional Services Bureau (ISB) opened an investigation due to your complaints of misconduct and the media attention to this incident.  ISB investigators made NUMEROUS requests of your son Kelvin Burrus and witnesses Johnson and Clark to give statements on the incident.  ALL REFUSED TO COOPERATE WITH ISB OR GIVE STATEMENTS.  Additionally, your office was contacted and NUMEROUS messages were left requesting that you contact ISB; you never bothered to return any calls.  It is Kelvin Burruss’ right to go to Inspectional Services and make his complaints against any officer who may have used more than the necessary force needed to affect an arrest on an individual who has resisted arrest.  If your accusations are true, why did you, your son and the “witnesses” refuse to give statements or cooperate with the investigation?
 

“Finally, I reported an incident to you (city attorney, former mayor, and current mayor pro-tem who was council chair at the time) several months ago in which MPD officers entered my son's apartment without a search warrant or subpoena allegedly looking for a criminal.  NEVER did you attempt to investigate the situation, I received a mere apology and acknowledgment by a MPD chief.  There have been approximately 7 or 8 incidences causing me to believe there is retaliation.”  (Halbert email 9/8/09)
 

The incident that you refer to with your son’s apartment was investigated, and you were apprised of that investigation in detail, as you have been each and every time you have contacted me regarding any complaint of yours or a citizen’s.  And once again, you refer to “7 or 8 (incidents)” causing you to perceive retaliation.  Please bring these incidents to light. Why have you not cited these instances in your email?  Further… why exactly would the MPD be “retaliating” against you and your family?  
 

“This is the kind of behavior that creates a sense of perceived racism, fear, and/or retaliation by many citizens of those who are hired to protect and serve. If an elected representative and his/her family experiences this kind of rogue behavior, God forbid what may be happening to the everyday citizen of Memphis?” (Halbert email 9/8/09)
 

Unfortunately your false accusations do nothing to quell any “sense of perceived racism, fear, and/or retaliation” in our community.  Complaints against MPD are down almost 50% over the last two years and the MPD has received the highest approval rating ever via the Memphis Poll.  I must ask once again: What have you done to the MPD for which we are allegedly retaliating?
In conclusion, let me say that I have spent the last 5 years as the Police Director bringing a culture of integrity, accountability and leadership which has been absent in this department for over two decades. I refuse to sit back any longer and allow you to destroy the hard work of Memphis Finest because you have this notion that someone is after you and your family. Your accusations and attacks come without the facts to support them and it is an embarrassment to this city.
This is the bottom line Ms Halbert: citizens should respect the law rather than violate the law. Park where we are supposed to, refrain from possessing marijuana, keep vehicles registered, and do not disturb the peace.  And when an individual chooses to go against the grain of society and these laws, he or she should be ready to shoulder the repercussions rather than place blame on the fine officers of the MPD. These officers are simply doing their job to make this community safe for those citizens who DO choose to abide by the law and who DO have respect for officers that choose to responsibly enforce it.

Your goal to tarnish my name and this department’s name is obvious and it appears that you will stop at nothing to achieve it. You even went so far as to demand my termination from our previous mayor.  While I will persevere through your personal attacks and political agenda against me, I WILL NOT sit back and allow you to continue to run down the hard working men and women of the Memphis Police Department. 
Finally Mrs. Halbert, I encourage and strongly suggest that you request a full federal investigation into your demented accusations that this department is “targeting” you and your family.  If your allegations are factually based then I am sure that you will have no issues taking your complaints to the Federal Bureau of Investigation or any other agency, such as the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation or the District Attorneys Office… unless of course you believe that they are all involved in a conspiracy against you and your family.
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Director Larry A. Godwin

Memphis Police Department
Cc:
Mayor Pro Tem Myron Lowery


Jack Sammons, CAO - City of Memphis


Memphis City Council Members


My Harrison, Federal Bureau of Investigation


Mark Gwyn, Director, Tennessee Bureau of Investigation


William Gibbons, Shelby District Attorney General
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